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Editor’s Note
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A
e Dr. Ho-Seok Sa (South Korea)
\z Editor-in-Chief, iPlastics

Dear colleagues and friends,

It is a distinct honor to present this special Silver Jubilee edition of iPlastics, marking the 25th
anniversary of the Asia-Pacific Society of Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery (APSOPRS).
As editor, | am deeply grateful to witness this extraordinary milestone—one that reflects not only the
scientific and educational achievements of our society, but also the enduring friendships, collegiality, and
shared purpose that have defined APSOPRS since its founding in 2000.

Since its launch in 2015, iPlastics has evolved from a modest newsletter into an essential platform for
academic exchange, professional connection, and the collective identity of our regional community.
Guided by the vision of previous editors and sustained by the dedication of contributors across Asia-
Pacific and beyond, this publication has played a meaningful role in documenting our society’s growth
and in strengthening communication among members. It gives me immense pride to continue this legacy
and to reaffirm our commitment to excellence, accessibility, and the sharing of knowledge.

This Silver Jubilee issue celebrates our rich history while also looking forward.We are privileged to
include reflections from our founders, messages from past and current presidents, and highlights of our
society’s expanding activities—including APSOPRS masterclasses and inter-society collaboration.These
contributions remind us how far we have come, and how deeply our society has benefited from the
enthusiasm and generosity of its members.

As we commemorate 25 remarkable years, | extend my congratulations to all APSOPRS members.
iPlastics will continue to evolve alongside our society, serving as a bridge for ideas, dialogue, and
innovation. | look forward to the continued growth of APSOPRS and to many more years of shared
learning and collaboration.

With warm regards,



President’s Message

Dr. Kasturi Bhattacharjee

President, APSOPRS

Director of the Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya group of

institutions in Guwahati, India

Dear Seniors, Colleagues and Friends,

It is both a privilege and a profound honour to address as President of APSOPRS in this special Silver
Jubilee edition of the iPlastics newsletter: This milestone is a celebration of 25 years of growth, collaboration,
and excellence that have shaped not just our society, but the very landscape of oculoplastic surgery in the
Asia-Pacific region.

As | reflect on this journey, | am deeply indebted to the visionary leaders who came before me. Their
dedication, wisdom, and selfless service have built the strong foundation upon which we now stand.

Their legacy inspires me to carry forward our mission with renewed energy and responsibility.

Looking ahead, my vision for APSOPRS is guided by five key pillars: Collaboration, Research, Education,
Patient Safety, and Leadership Development.

As the current president of APSOPRS, | have been trying to enhance Collaboration and Knowledge
Exchange in our community. Our strength lies in our ability to connect and learn from one another.

| envision APSOPRS deepening its presence across all National and International conferences, fostering
exchange of ideas and organizing specialized workshops and masterclasses from oculofacial aesthetics

(at Singapore) to orbital fracture repair (at Philippines), thyroid eye disease/orbit cadaveric dissection

(at India), dacryology/orbit (at Nepal), and even photography and videography documentation and archiving
(at Thailand). Beyond masterclasses, | have been planning knowledge dissemination activities in Vietnam,
Indonesia, Korea, Japan and Bhutan, exemplifying our commitment to bringing education and care to every
country of Asia Pacific region.

As a society, we must lead the way in pushing scientific boundaries in Advancing Research and Innovation.
.I'am committed to supporting multicentric clinical studies/ surveys as these steps will enhance our global
footprint while strengthening regional research collaborations, as education and training remains

the heartbeat of APSOPRS. | hope to expand international fellowships, create short-term academic
exchanges, and introduce structured mentor—mentee programs that guide and empower the next

generation of surgeons. Our younger colleagues are the torchbearers of this field, and it is our duty to



equip them with skills, confidence, and a global perspective. At the same time, for long-term sustainability,
APSOPRS has established reciprocal society memberships, partnerships and strengthened digital presence.
The proposed APSOPRS e-learning portal, academic resources, and interactive forums will ensure our
society remains a vibrant hub of knowledge, collaboration, and innovation.
No society thrives without nurturing its future leaders. | envision greater opportunities for young APSOPRS
members through Leadership Development program.We have organised a masterclass in Health care
Leadership in Ophthalmic Plastic and reconstructive surgery at Penang Malaysia. The APSOPRS-MSOPRS
Masterclass in Healthcare Leadership, brought together a vibrant group of ophthalmic plastic surgeons,
academicians, and healthcare professionals for a unique learning experience. Unlike conventional scientific
sessions, this masterclass focused on the strategic, managerial, and leadership dimensions of healthcare skills
that are essential for building resilient organizations and driving innovation in the Asia-Pacific region. The
program featured a series of interactive lectures, case-based discussions, and leadership exercises designed
to help participants explore practical approaches to leading teams, managing resources, and navigating the
complexities of modern healthcare systems highlighting topics on Leadership in Medicine, Strategic Thinking
and Decision making, Healthcare Systems and Policy, Change Management & Innovation, Entrepreneurship
and Succession Planning nurturing the next generation of leaders in ophthalmic plastic surgery. The
masterclass was highly interactive which encouraged active participation, self-reflection, and peer-to-
peer exchange, making the sessions dynamic and impactful. The event concluded with a strong consensus:
leadership in healthcare is not optional—it is essential.
These masterclasses have set the stage for future programs that will continue to empower ophthalmic
plastic surgeons with the vision, skills, and confidence to lead effectively in an evolving global healthcare
landscape.
The Silver Jubilee is more than a commemoration—it is a call to action. It reminds us that
we are custodians of a proud legacy, and also architects of the future. As we celebrate this
25-year milestone, let us reaffirm our shared commitment to collaboration, innovation, and
service. Together, we will not only strengthen the foundations of APSOPRS but also elevate

oculoplastic surgery to greater heights across the Asia-Pacific and the world.

Finally, | extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the Founder members, Past Presidents, Current Council
members and all the members of the Asia-Pacific Society of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
(APSOPRS) on the occasion of its Silver Jubilee.

This 25-year milestone is a remarkable testament to the vision of our founders, the dedication of our
members, and the spirit of collaboration that has defined our society since its inception. Over the past
quarter century, APSOPRS has grown into a dynamic community that not only advances the science and
art of oculoplastic surgery but also fosters lifelong friendships and professional bonds across the Asia-Pacific
region and beyond. The collective achievements of our society in education, research, leadership, clinical

excellence, and service to patients are a source of inspiration and pride for all of us.



As we celebrate this landmark anniversary, let us honour the extraordinary journey that has brought us
here, while also looking forward with renewed determination to continue striving for excellence, innovation,
and service in the years to come.

On this historic occasion, | extend my warmest congratulations to all our members and colleagues. May

the coming years of APSOPRS be even more impactful, uniting us in our shared mission of advancing

knowledge, improving patient care, and strengthening our community.

With best wishes and deepest gratitude,



Silver Jubilee of APSOPRS (2000 - 2025)

Reflections on the Foundation and

Early Activities of the Society e.

\ ? Dr. Reynaldo M. Javate (Philippines)
1 ' Founding President, APSOPRS (2000-2002)

Looking back over the years, my time as Founding President of the Asia-Pacific Society of Ophthalmic
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery (APSOPRS) has been nothing less than extraordinary.

Twenty-seven years ago, it was just an impossible dream. After my fellowship at the Manhattan Eye, Ear and
Throat Hospital in the United States, and becoming a Fellow of the American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery, Dr Albert Hornblass, my mentor, inspired me to establish an organization of
passionate Oculoplastics practitioners in the Asia Pacific to assume a more active role in the global search
for progress. My experience within the society provided a benchmark that has inspired me to advocate for
similar practices in neighboring Asian countries.

Upon my return home to the Philippines after my training, | immediately began developing this idea. After
two years of immense planning, organizing, and communicating with oculoplastic surgeons all over the Asia-
Pacific, Asia-Pacific Society of Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery (APSOPRS) was finally born.

Our vision, once considered impossible, has been realized.

The society, being the first and only organization of its kind in the Asia-Pacific, was founded in the year 2000

with the following objectives:

I. To unify the Asia-Pacific Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons and
Societies into a cohesive and productive organization.

2. To regularly organize and sponsor World Class Congresses and Live Surgery Workshops
which will serve as venues for the common desire to advance our knowledge and
practice of ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive surgery.

3. To promote joint sponsorship of various projects among various societies.

4. To conduct studies on Oculoplastic conditions peculiar and more commonly found in Asia
Pacific region.

5. To promote cordial relationship and camaraderie among its members.




Ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive surgeons organized as one body converged with an aim to advance
knowledge in the field through meaningful communication and understanding among the Asia-Pacific and
from our counterparts in Europe, Africa, and the America.

In November 26, 2000, the first inaugural scientific meeting of the APSOPRS was held at the EdsaShangri-
La Hotel in Manila, Philippines. This historic milestone was attended by participants from |2 countries,
which include the Philippines, Australia, Hawaii, India, Japan, Singapore, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Taiwan, and Korea. Notable speakers such as the likes of Stephen Bosniak, Albert Hornblass,
Juan Murube, Dwight Kulwin, Branson Call, Jemshed Khan, and Marian Zilkha came to present the newest
information on their chosen area of expertise.

Establishing a new society had its challenges, but we leveraged those difficulties not to be disheartened, but
to strive for excellence and achieve the best for the organization.

It was almost 25 years ago, that through this organization, my goal is to provide a platform for the unique
voice of Asia-Pacific Oculoplastics practitioners, fostering greater understanding across the field. Just as our
European and American counterparts have taken the initiatives to form their respective organizations, we
in the Asia-Pacific are also active partners, dynamic contributors and innovators in the global search for
medical progress.We believe that APSOPRS can provide us with the much-needed forum where we learn
from our counterparts in Europe, Africa, and the Americas, and share with them our unique contribution to
the advancement of ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive surgery. The pursuit of knowledge is not merely
an individual’s task. Rather; it is a participative endeavor that works as a network of collaborative ventures
towards self-sufficiency, creativity, and progress.

Reflecting on the society's establishment in 2000, | am thrilled to see how it has expanded and progressed,
achieving its objectives through the collaborative efforts of many countries. With a worldwide reputation,
the society's members are regularly invited to give lecture on their areas of expertise. Our society has
always been invited to lead a symposium during the Asia Pacific Academy of Ophthalmology annual
meeting. Other International societies have also invited our society to deliver top-notch lectures.

It also brings me great joy to see that APSOPRS has served as a powerful model, inspiring the creation of
similar societies throughout Asia.

The credit for this organization's creation belongs to everyone involved, not just me. | may have started

it, but it truly belongs to all of us who have nurtured and built it. APSOPRS is a testament to our shared
dedication and passion.

Our shared history has prepared us for future adversity, and | have no doubt that APSOPRS members,

through our collaborative approach will ensure our society's success.



PAO MILLENNIUM MEETING OF EYE MDD} APSORPS, INAUGURAL
SGIENTIFIC MEETING 10th Philippine- Japan Joint Meeting in Opthalmology

Figure I. Ist Executive Council of the APSOPRS
(2000-2002) Taking their Oath of Office

from L-R: Reynaldo M. Javate MD Philippines
(President), |stVice President, Timothy Sullivan

MD Auwustralia, 2nd Vice President, Choo Chai Teck
MD Singapore, 3rd Vice President, Shyam Sunder
Prasad MD India, Secretary, Leonardo Mangubat MD
Philippines, Treasurer; Franklin Kleiner MD Philippines,
Angeles de Leon MD Philippines, Yoon-Duck Kim
MD South Korea, Mary Rose Pe-Yan MD Philippines,
Timothy McDevitt MD Hawaii, Sharfuddin Ahmed
MD Bangladesh, Kamala D. Lingam MD Malaysia, Zafar
Ul Islam MD Pakistan, Shantha Amrith MD Singapore,

Yasuhisa Nakamura MD Japan..

- INNUGURAL SCIENTIIC MEETING OF
— @ e ASIA-PACIIC SOCETY OF
OPHTHALMI PASTCRRECORSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

November 27-29, 2000  EDSA Shangri-La Manila

Figure 2. Inaugural Scientific Meeting of the Asia-Pacific of Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery (1st APSOPRS),

November 27-29, 2000, Edsa Shangri-La, Manila




Founding Members and Advisory Board of the APSOPRS:

Ist Row L-R: Ruben Henson MD, Jaime Capco MD, Timothy McDevitt MD, Leonardo Mangubat MD,
Sharfuddin Ahmed MD, Franklin Kleiner MD, Liborio Mangubat MD, Timothy Sullivan MD, Archie Lamb MD,
Reynaldo M. Javate MD, Shyam Sunder Prasad MD, Albert Hornblass MD, Dwight Kulwin MD, Alex Tan MD,
Charles Su MD, Alex Sua MD, Benjamin Leh Jr MD, Gary John V. Mercado MD, Pok Thorn MD, Zuguo Liu
MD

2nd Row L-R:Jones Pelayo MD, Danilo Guanzon Jr. MD, Roseny Mae Singson MD, Ma. Donna Santiago MD,
Frances Catherine Marie Fermin MD, Heidi Remulla MD, Fatima Regala MD, Margaret Syjuco MD, Mary
Rose Pe-Yan MD, Shantha Amrith MD, Swee Heng Goh MD, Angeles de Leon MD, Luz P Acosta MD,Yoon-
Duck Kim MD

3rd Row L-R: Alfonso Yu Bengzon MD, Ferdinand Tan MD, Ronald Anthony Medalle MD, Raul Paolo
Guanzon MD, Raoul Henson MD, Emmanuel Priela MD, Jacqueline King MD, Mohammed Moin MD, Jae-
WookYang MD, Rosalyn Zandra Andrisa MD, Kamala D. Lingam MD, Jesus Ong MD, Yahusisa Nakamura
MD, Choo ChaiTeck MD

Figure 3. Dr. Reynaldo M. Javate MD with
members of the Advisory Board

L-R: Reynaldo M. Javate MD, Stephen Bosniak MD,
Albert Hornblass MD, Dwight Kulwin MD (not in
photo, Dr. Liborio Mangubat and Prof. Juan Murube
del Castillo)




